NOT GOING AROUND THE BENDS & BIOFUEL 
By Jeff Sinclair.

Now you all know those great bends on country roads, the ones that good old Jim always
said you could take at 20 or 30 kliks more than the “advisory” speed sign tells us. Well,
enjoy them while you can, because our government is going to spend many millions of $$
to eliminate many of them. So why? I hear you ask – for your safety perhaps – nope! It is to
allow the transportation of electric power producing windmill blades, each of which can be
up to 300 metres long, not to mention any low-ish bridges. (See photos attached). Of
course the other thought to induce dread is the possibility of sitting behind one waiting for
a long straight stretch where you might overtake and then that is hoping that dear old
Madge is not coming the other way in her 20 year old Hyundai Getz!

I have stated long ago that I do not believe full Electric Vehicles are environmentally
friendly, I also said a while ago that I believe EVs will be obsolete by 2035 – if I thought I
would live that long I’d be happy to put money on the table to back my belief! Akio Toyoda,
Chairman of Toyota, who I think knows more than a little about vehicle manufacture, said
recently that they had now sold more than 27 million hybrid cars and that, if they had
instead sold only 9 million EVs, then the carbon emissions would have been higher. Our
Government is hinting that they will put a tax on EVs to compensate for the losses in petrol
and diesel tax. It should have happened a while ago, but despite the spin, EV sales in
Australia are falling and the tax would probably slow them down even more. On the
contrary, hybrid sales are up by a great percentage so far this year.

I believe the sleeping giant and the best of all solutions, is synthetic, or biofuel. ICE vehicles
produced over the last 30 years have generally been capable of a long, reliable life and bio
fuel will prevent millions of these having to go to landfill – unlike EVs which, because of the
high cost to replace the lithium-ion battery will mostly be scrapped after 8 or 10 years of
use. That scenario hardly sounds like an environmental success story. Porsche and others
have invested heavily in researching and producing these fuels and to prove their viability,
the next season of Formula 1 racing will be run on biofuel. There is in fact a YouTube video
from the last Goodwood Revival with a gaggle of 50’s and 60’s cars racing on biofuel. I
believe in Argentina a synthetic fuel is being sold now which is made from beer brewing
waste. I imagine there will be an ongoing supply of that resource, and it could have a great
future in Australia, with many willing to help with the production of the raw material!
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